Approved For Rele§§e 2005/11/29 : CIA-RDP79R00971A000100080003-5

22 Decenber 19%h

M AN BOR CTHE DEPUI Y o DekOTOR/INTELLY (BHCE

SULEJECTs  OfCI Publication "Criticel Situaticns”

1., FRe the new 0/CI pubiication *Criticsl 3iteations™, I wish
to sake the following ecmrentst

2., The crop of items in the present lssue of the publication
1s very largely estimative in nature., Tha titles of almost
every artiele in Part I carry a word indicative of sore poesible
future devslopment, Al least thres of the zrticles deal with
subjeets t~ be analyzed i NIX's now In progress. The well-known
danger is thus again mpon us, i.e., the igency's sponsching two
differing estimates on the same subject.

3, Although thls number of the publication is marked for
Cli use only, ons copy las slready gone to ifr, Cutler at ihe
Directer's requaest, It iz my fear that subasquent issues will
have additioral eirculazion {restricted, ito be eure, in conformity
with the classification) beyond the Agency.

L. If my fesrs, as noted adbove, prove true, I seriously
question the desirsbility o»f floating 2 publication the puryose
of which appears to be ic et the busy high level reader whesd
up (ané on a weekly basis) about soms 15 to 20 2lleged ::ritﬁ.cg
situationa, In sy view no part of the intellizence business is
of more importance than fte tining of the ery, wolf, A4s intelli-
gence officers we hzve the obligation to suppress the uncarstandable
desire to shout wolfl whenever we see i{ a8 a2 pessible, and an equally
Blgh obligation to shout it to exaectly the right people at sxpctly
the right time. The best wey we could devise to ruin our sbility
to serve at g moment of rezl troeble would be to gein the reputae
tion of shouting loud, lorz, and indiscriainstely to every ear,

5, 1 have some rather iesp reservaticns on the subztancs of
some of the items in the rublication which I will paszsz om on
repuest,

6, By the above I do 1ot mean to derogete what probebly was
ths besic idea behind "Oriticel Tituations.” I ¢ in full agreement

BEe o,
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with $he ides of keapisg ihe pelieymakers regularly sporised
of devalopasnte which grecer’ genvinely critieal tivesis to

U% pmearity, I Teel that Imdnchina md the Off-Shore lslands
are o sugh situstions, I beliewe that O/CI could do & use-
fvl Job by preparing ocsreful, regular, follew-ups on such
piteations. © would even azree thet in Such & case N/CL should
et be comstraived fyox predicting shirt-run developrents,
theugn 1 would be pleased ¢t~ think that they would chegk this
spberisl cud with tae appro:riste pecrls on the /I ststf,

isgintant Dvecter
Bational “etimmbten
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